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Rural Municipality of Grahamdale
Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting of Council October 22, 2026 - 09:00 AM
	The 20th Regular meeting of the Council of the Rural Municipality of Grahamdale was held at the Municipal Office in Moosehorn, Manitoba on October 22, 2026. 

Present:
Reeve Craig Howse 
Councillor Charlotte Lindell
Councillor Kevin Nickel – arrived at 11:15 a.m.
Councillor Glen Metner
Councillor Greg Jabusch
Councillor Jason Bittner
Councillor Dollard Gould
CAO Shelly Schwitek

Reeve Howse called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.
Council broke for lunch from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 



	 
2026-354
	1
	Adoption of Minutes
Councillor Metner
Councillor Gould
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the following minutes as circulated:
1. October 8, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes.
                                                                                                                CARRIED

	 
2026-355
	2
	Agenda
Councillor Lindell
Councillor Gould
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopt the agenda as circulated with additions.
                                                                                                                        CARRIED

	
	3
	Finances

	 
2026-356
	3.1
	General Accounts
Councillor Lindell
Councillor Metner
WHEREAS the List of Accounts (attached to the minutes hereto) for the period ending October 21st, 2026have been examined by Council and found to be in order;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Payroll Deposit for October 23, 2026 in the amount of $16,743.61 and Accounts Payable Cheques numbered 12443 to 12471 in the amount of $208,328.77  be approved for payment.
                                                                                                                       CARRIED


	 
2026-359
	4
	Committee Reports
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Gould
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopts the reports of the Committees as presented.   
                                                                                                                      CARRIED
Reeve Craig Howse:
None
Councillor Charlotte Lindell:
Attended Community Futures WI meeting.
All Municipal Candidate Forum was well attended.
Councillor Kevin Nickel:  
None
Councillor Glen Metner
Boundary Line Drain Meeting – changing out the blocked culverts.
RMWI to repair Broustal Road.
Councillor Greg Jabusch:
MARR Conference was well attended.   E-waste program at Elie.
Councillor Jason Bittner:
Lake levels are receding.
Councillor Dollard Gould:
Gypsumville Fire Department – One ATV rollover – person is ok.
Went to Acres Emergency Vehicles  to inspect facility and the progress on the new Fire Truck.
Fieldstone Ventures – finding it hard to fill courses.


	
	4.1
	9:30 a.m. Public Works Manager Report
Dan Meisner updated Council on the drainage projects, roadside mowing, hydro axe project on Ridge Road etc.

	
	4.2
	10:00 a.m. EDO Report
Jackie Kiesman gave her final report to Council updating them on the CDC projects.

	
	4.3
	Moosehorn Fire Department Report
· Regular meeting was held on Oct 12
· Water fill pipe was damaged in firehall and is in the process of being repaired
· SCBA tanks filled for Little Sask Fire, Ashern Fire & Eriksdale Fire
· 3 Pumper Committee members attended a mid-build meeting at Acres Industries in Wawanesa Oct 13
· 2027 MAFC Conference planning meeting in Gimli on Oct 15
· Mutual Aid District (NIMAD) meeting was also held in Gimli on Oct 15
Incident Calls 
Sept 30/26	Structure (house); called mutual aid (Ashern)48104 156N



	
	5
	Correspondence
· STARS Donation Request 2026
· 2026 Quarterly RCMP Report
· September 2026 RCMP Report
· CFWI September Meeting Minutes

	
	6
	By-Laws

	
	6.1
	J. Shannon - Appointment as Chief Financial Officer - By-Law 1105-2026

	 2026-360
	6.1.1
	Third Reading
 Councillor Jabusch
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT By-Law No. 1105-2026 to establish Conditions of Employment for Justin Shannon as Chief Financial Officer be now read a third time, signed and sealed by the Reeve and Chief Administrative Officer.
    
	MEMBER
	FOR
	AGAINST
	ABSTAIN
	ABSENT

	Craig Howse
	√
	
	
	

	Charlotte Lindell
	√
	
	
	

	Kevin Nickel
	√
	
	
	

	Glen Metner
	√
	
	
	

	Greg Jabusch
	√
	
	
	

	Jason Bittner
	√
	
	
	

	Dollard Gould
	√
	
	
	


CARRIED

	
	7
	Unfinished Business

	
	7.1
	Lake MB Outlet Channel and Lake St. Martin Outlet Channel
                                                                                   TABLED UNTIL SPRING 2027

	
	7.2
	Boundary Line Drain Committee
TABLED

	
	7.3
	Steep Rock Drainage Project
Revised Plan has been submitted. 
                                                                                                                          TABLED

	
	7.4
	Steep Rock Development Project
TABLED

	
	7.5
	Solid Waste Management Plan
                                                                                                                          TABLED

	
	7.6
	L. Meisner - Public Works Request
                                                                                                                          TABLED

	
	7.7
	Crossen Drain
                                                                                                                          TABLED


	 
2026-361
	7.8
	MFD Fire Hall Shop
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council accept Ediface Engineering Inc's Prime Engineering Consultant Services Fee Proposal dated September 4, 2026 in the amount of $31,000.00 for the proposed project: new 56' x 76' (4256 sq ft) Fire Hall building plus 24' x 36' office. 
CARRIED

	 
2026-362
	7.8.1
	Project Manager Resignation
 Councillor Gould
 Councillor Lindell
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council accept with regret Brian Kiesman’s resignation as the Project Manager for the Moosehorn Fire Department Storage Building effective October 13, 2026.
CARRIED

	
	7.9
	Lake Manitoba High Water Levels
No response from the Province.   Lake levels are receding.

	
	7.10
	PR 239 Steep Rock Project
Reeve Howse and PW Manager Dan Meisner met with the RESB Project Team at PR 239.
	                                                                                                                  TABLED

	
	7.11
	Access Road to Little Saskatchewan FN
Meeting has been set for Monday, November 2, 2026.
TABLED

	 
2026-363
	7.12
	Rural Strategic Infrastructure Grant Deadline Extension
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Jabusch
WHEREAS the RM of Grahamdale received $97,985.73 from the Province of Manitoba in 2023 under the Strategic Infrastructure Basket Funding Agreement. 
AND WHEREAS these funds were to be expended on a Project meeting the Agreement criteria before December 31, 2026.
AND WHEREAS delays in the RM of Grahamdale’s planned Project mean that we will not meet this deadline.
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council requests an extension from the Province of Manitoba for the use of the funds received under the Strategic Infrastructure Basket Funding Agreement, to extend the Agreement until December 31, 2028.
CARRIED

	
	8
	New Business

	 
2026-364
	8.1
	Next Generation 9-1-1 Authority Service Agreement
 Councillor Gould
 Councillor Nickel
WHEREAS Next Generation 9-1-1 is the service that replaces Enhanced 9-1-1 (E9-1-1) service and is based on Internet Protocol (IP) technologies and supports 9-1-1 Calls natively IP end-to-end.
 
AND WHEREAS Council has reviewed the Next Generation 9-1-1 Authority Service Agreement for Hosted Call Handling Solution.
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council agrees to enter into the Next Generation 9-1-1 Authority Service Agreement with Bell Canada.  
CARRIED

	 
2026-365
	8.2
	2026 Hydro Axe RFP
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Bittner
WHEREAS the R.M. of Grahamdale is inviting proposals for its 2026 Hydro Axe Program.  The work consists of hydro axe and brush cutting along municipal roads.  Contractors may propose the equipment and attachments they consider most suitable for the work.
 
Deadline for Proposals: Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 12 Noon.
 
Completion Deadline:   Saturday, November 29, 2026.
 
Scope of Work:
 
The work consists of cutting and clearing brush, trees, saplings and other vegetation using hydro axe equipment, brush-mowing equipment or other suitable mechanical equipment proposed by the contractor.
1. Work will be completed at the locations identified on the maps provided by the Municipality.
1. The contractor may determine which equipment and attachments are best suited to each location.
1. Contractors must quote an hourly working rate and hourly mobilization rate for each piece of equipment proposed.
1. Equipment must have a beacon or flashing light and a timecard recorder.
1. The Municipality may add, remove, defer or change the priority of locations based on budget, road conditions, weather, or operational needs.
1. All work must be completed no later than November 29, 2026.
 
 AND WHEREAS the following Proposals were received:
1. Shoreline Excavating Ltd
2. St. Martin Fish Agency

And it was found that the Proposal received from Shoreline Excavating Ltd. to be the most appropriate.
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council accept Shoreline Excavating Ltd. proposal and authorize entering into an Agreement with them as Prime Contractor – completion date to be no later than November 29, 2026.
CARRIED

	 
2026-366
	8.3
	Real Estate Services Branch - Easement No. 76725 - NE 03-23-5 WPM
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Gould
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Grahamdale Council supports the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Board’s application to Province of Manitoba Real Estate Services Branch as follows: 
 
Application Type & Number:  Easement No. 76725
MB Real Estate Services Branch – File Reference: NE 3-23-5 WPM
Applicant:  The Manitoba Hydro Electric Board
Land Descriptions:  pt NE 3-23-5 WPM
Municipality:  RM of Grahamdale
Current Land use:  Nil
Proposed Land Use:  Distribution Line
Existing Buildings on site:  Hydro Poles
Proposed Buildings on site:  Hydro Poles
Proposed Land Use and Development:  MB Hydro is proposing the direct replacement of existing distribution poles within the existing pole line alignment.  The pole replacements will be completed using a digger truck.  Upon reviewing the pole replacement project, MB Hydro determined that it did not have formal tenure for its existing infrastructure so in addition to the work it also wants to formalize that tenure.
CARRIED

	 2026-367
	8.4
	AMM 2026 Fall Convention
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Lindell
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the attendance of Reeve, Council and CFO at the Association of Manitoba Municipalities 2026 Fall Convention being held in Brandon, Manitoba  November 24 to November 26, 2026 as a municipal expense.
 
CARRIED

	
	8.5
	RM Roads - Signage for Winter Closure
Council to provide list of roads to be signed.

	 2026-368
	8.6
	R. & T. Gering - Vegetation Cleanout - Crossen Drain (RM Portion)
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Bittner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council authorize vegetation cleanout work on the municipally owned portion of the Crossen Drain, through Section 22-28-9W, to a maximum cost of $25,000.00, with all spoil piles to be levelled within the drain right-of-way and all work to be completed by December 1, 2026. Project to be funded from the Drainage Reserve.
CARRIED

	 
2026-369
	8.7
	Manitoba Environmental Industries Association - Indigenous Economic Engagement Workshop
 Councillor Gould
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the attendance of ACAO McCoubrey and Councillor Bittner at the Manitoba Environmental Industries Association's Indigenous Economic Engagement Workshop being held in Winnipeg on November 12th and 13th as a municipal expense. 
CARRIED

	 
2026-370
	8.8
	Steep Rock Beach Park - 2026 Annual Fee
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Lindell
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council authorize, effective for the 2026 year, an annual contribution from the Grahamdale Development Corporation, calculated using the Municipality’s applicable mill rate applied to the assessed value of the public buildings located at Steep Rock Beach Park Campground.
 
CARRIED

	 
2026-371
	8.9
	MAMEC - Module 2 - Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Bittner
RESOLVED THAT Council authorize A-Lynne Kiesman and Kim Fenning to participate in the virtual MAMEC Module 2 – Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment training on November 18, 2026, at a cost of $200.00 per person, to be paid as a municipal expense.
CARRIED

	 



2026-372
	

8.10
	
2027 Safety Services MB OH&S Conference
 Councillor Nickel
 Councillor Bittner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the attendance of Public Works Foreman at the 2027 Safety Services Manitoba Occupational Health and Safety Conference being held in Winnipeg January 20 and 21, 2027 as a municipal expense.
CARRIED

	
	8.11
	Fire Department Training
Councillors Gould and Nickel will ask fire fighters for suggestions on what training they would like to see.

	
	9
	In Camera

	 
2026-357
	9.1
	In Camera - Preliminary Matters
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Jabusch
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council move into an In Camera session pursuant to Section 152(3) of The Municipal Act to discuss a matter under:
 
152(3)(b) (iii)       a matter that is in its preliminary stages and respecting which discussion in public could prejudice a municipality’s ability to carry out its activities or negotiations.
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT any items discussed while in camera must be kept
confidential until the matter is discussed at a meeting of Council in public.
CARRIED

	
	9.2
	10:30 a.m. MNP LLP Auditors - Draft 2025 Year End Financial Statement
Candace Turchinski and Amber Stulberg met with Council over Zoom.   They presented the Municipality’s 2025 Draft Audited Consolidated Financial Statement.

	 
2026-358
	9.3
	Out of Camera
 Councillor Gould
 Councillor Lindell
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council now move out of camera and resume the meeting.
CARRIED
















	
	10
	Delegations and Public Hearings

	
	10.1
	1:30 p.m. Sean Zieroth, Steep Rock Cottage Owners Assoc.
Sean Zieroth, on behalf of the Steep Rock Cottage Owners Association, provided Council with an update on the third year of the agreement with the Municipality for the improvement, development, and maintenance of outdoor recreational trails in the Steep Rock area.

	 
2026-373
	11
	Adjournment
 Councillor Gould
 Councillor Metner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council shall now adjourn to meet again at the next regular meeting of Council on November 5, 2026. 

Adjournment time: 3:27 p.m.
CARRIED
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	______________________________________               _______________________________________
Chief Administrative Officer Shelly Schwitek                      Reeve Adrian Shabaga
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