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Rural Municipality of Grahamdale
Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting of Council April 9, 2026 - 09:00 AM
	The 7th Regular meeting of the Council of the Rural Municipality of Grahamdale was held at the Municipal Office in Moosehorn, Manitoba on April 9, 2026. 

Present:
Reeve Craig Howse 
Councillor Charlotte Lindell
Councillor Kevin Nickel
Councillor Glen Metner
Councillor Greg Jabusch
Councillor Jason Bittner
CAO Shelly Schwitek

Absent:
Councillor Dollard Gould

Reeve Howse called the meeting to order at _9:13_a.m.
Council broke for lunch from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 



	 
2026-117
	1
	Adoption of Minutes
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Jabusch
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the following minutes as circulated:
 
1.  March 26, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes.
CARRIED

	 
2026-118
	2
	Agenda
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopt the agenda as circulated with additions.
CARRIED

	
	3
	Finances

	 
2026-119
	3.1
	General Accounts
 Councillor Jabusch
 Councillor Bittner
WHEREAS the List of Accounts (attached to the minutes hereto) for the period ending April 9, 2026 have been examined by Council and found to be in order;
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Payroll Deposit for April 10, 2026 in the amount of $13,349.15 and Accounts Payable Cheques numbered 12074 to 12091in the amount of $105,381.28 be approved for payment.
CARRIED


	 
2026-120
	3.2
	Council Indemnity
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Jabusch
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve the payment of Monthly Indemnity, Inspection Fees and Committee Expenses for the members of Council as follows:
                
	Reeve Craig Howse
	$ 1,883.62

	Councillor Charlotte Lindell
	$ 1,703.04

	Councillor Kevin Nickel
	$ 1,284.75

	Councillor Glen Metner
	$ 1,457.69

	Councillor Greg Jabusch
	$ 808.98

	Councillor Jason Bittner
	$ 1,189.38

	Councillor Dollard Gould
	$ 1,651.85

	 
	 

	TOTAL
	$ 9,979.31


CARRIED

	 
2026-121
	3.3
	March 2026 Financial Statement
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Metner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Financial Statement to April 8, 2026 be adopted as read.
CARRIED

	 
2026-122
	3.4
	Reschedule Financial Plan Public Hearing Date
 Councillor Jabusch
 Councillor Bittner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council reschedule the Public Hearing time and date for the presentation of the 2026 Financial Plan originally set for Thursday, April 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. to Wednesday, April 29, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the RM of Grahamdale Municipal Office.              
CARRIED

	 
2026-123
	4
	Committee Reports
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopts the reports of the Committees as presented.     
CARRIED
Reeve Howse:
Performance appraisals were completed for WIWD employees and hired an accounting firm to handle the financials. The WIWD office is becoming quite busy with a total of 5 employees.
Councillor Lindell:
Discussed upcoming Community Futures youth retreat as well as the Community Development Corporation Career fair.
Councillor Nickel:
None.
Councillor Metner:
Review Provincial Vet Board funding.   Looking for new ideas for recruiting new veterinarians. 
Councillor Jabusch:
None.

Councillor Bittner:
None.
Community Development Corporation: 
The CDC hired a new bookkeeper and CDC Chair Ben MacDonald attended Community Edge Training provided by Community Futures. Community Futures would be available to assist new business in Steep Rock Quarry. 

	
	4.1
	9:30 a.m. Public Works Manager
Public Works Manager Greg Ogonoski reported on recent snow removal and plowing within the Municipality. GFL bins are to be delivered later next week. With the spring melt, Public Works will be getting the culvert steamer ready. 

	
	5
	Correspondence
1. Minister for Municipal and Northern Relations – Email March 26, 2026 
2. Whitetail & Walleye Game and Fish Association – Donation Request – delivered in office April 9, 2026

	
	6
	By-Laws

	
	6.1
	RM By-Law 1101-2026 Amendment of Development Plan By-Law 1055/2022

	 
2026-124
	6.1.1
	First Reading
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Bittner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Rural Municipality of Grahamdale Development Plan By-Law No. 1055/2022 be amended as follows: 
1. That Appendix “A” Development Plan Map 7.2.2- R.M. of Grahamdale- Central and Map 7.2.7- Steep Rock, Land Use Designation, attached to and being part of the RM of Grahamdale Development Plan By-law 1055/2022, as amended, is hereby further amended by:
1. a) Re-designating Part of the SE ¼ 11-29-10W in the Rural Municipality of Grahamdale and shown outlined in a heavy dashed line on the map attached hereto and marked as Schedule “A” to this By-law, from “Parks, Recreation and Open Space Area” to “Lake Residential Area”.
1. b) Re-designating Part of the SW ¼ 14-29-10W in the Rural Municipality of Grahamdale and shown outlined in a heavy dashed line on the map attached hereto and marked as Schedule “A” to this By-law, from “Lake Residential Area” to “Parks, Recreation and Open Space Area”
 
Said By-Law to now be read a first time and numbered as By-Law No. 1101-2026.
CARRIED

	
	7
	Unfinished Business

	
	7.1
	Lake MB Outlet Channel and Lake St. Martin Outlet Channel
TABLED

	
	7.2
	MTI - PR 239 Upgrade Project
TABLED

	
	7.3
	Boundary Line Drain
TABLED

	
	7.4
	Steep Rock Drainage Project
TABLED

	 
2026-125
	7.5
	Steep Rock Quarry RFP
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Jabusch
WHEREAS the Request for Proposals for a seasonal business operation at the Steep Rock Quarry closed on April 7, 2026;
 
AND WHEREAS one proposal was received and reviewed by Council;
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council accepts the proposal submitted by E. Hernandez’s proposal to operate a seasonal business at the Steep Rock Quarry.
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council authorize the installation of signage and boulders within the Steep Rock Quarry area to encourage “foot traffic only” use.
CARRIED

	
	7.6
	MFD Storage Building Project
TABLED

	
	7.7
	Proposed Provincial Access Road
TABLED

	 
2026-126
	7.8
	RM Tendering and Procurement Policy 15-2013
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approves the updates and revisions to RM Policy No. 15-2013 – Tendering and Procurement.                              
CARRIED

	 
2026-127
	7.9
	PW - Survey Stakes
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Bittner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve purchasing 1,000 surveyor stakes at the cost of $1,650.00 plus applicable taxes and delivery fees from Arc and Fire Manufacturing.  This purchase is to be on a 50/50 cost share basis with the Rural Municipality of West Interlake.
CARRIED

	
	7.10
	Waste Disposal Grounds

	
	7.10.1
	Faulkner WDG Expansion Project
TABLED

	 
2026-128
	7.10.2
	Pinemuta WDG Expansion
 Councillor Metner
 Councillor Nickel
WHEREAS the R.M. of Grahamdale requested a proposal from JRCC Engineering Consultants for an Engineered Expansion Design of Pinemuta Waste Disposal Ground.    Deadline for Proposals: 12 Noon on Thursday, April 2, 2026.
 
Scope of Work - Including but not limited to the following:
1. Develop engineered design drawings for the expansion of the Pinemuta Waste Disposal Ground, including Cells 3, 4, 5, and 6.
1. Prepare and submit the Notice of Alteration Form and the engineered design drawings to Manitoba Environment and Climate Change for their review and approval.
1. Act as the liaison between Manitoba Environment and Climate Change and the Municipality during the design approval process to ensure all regulatory requirements are met and approvals are obtained.
1. Conduct the necessary site visits to gather information required for the design.
1. Tender administration services are required, including drafting the tender documents and support with bid reviews and evaluations.
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council accept JRCC Engineering Consultants proposal and authorize entering into an Agreement with them as Prime Contractor.
CARRIED

	 
2026-129
	7.11
	Green 4 Life Recycling Bins
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Metner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council authorize proceeding with a pilot project at all four municipal waste disposal grounds to introduce 40-yard recycling bins through Green 4 Life, for the purpose of evaluating a more cost-effective recycling option under the Municipality’s existing service agreement.
CARRIED

	
	7.12
	Request to reconsider or reverse Decision of Council
                                                                                              NO ACTION REQUIRED

	
	7.13
	RM Policy 18-2015 - Culverts and Crossings REVISED
	                                                                                                                  TABLED

	 
2026-130
	7.14
	Prairie By-Law Enforcement
 Councillor Jabusch
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council accept Prairie By-Law Enforcement Ltd.’s quote in the amount of $8,400.00 to provide front-line service for enforcing Municipal By-Laws during the months of July and August 2026 – dates to be determined.
CARRIED

	
	8
	New Business

	
	8.1
	Graymont - Permission to Access NE 14-28-10W
                                                                                                                         TABLED

	 
2026-131
	8.2
	Steep Rock Swim Program - Permission for Annual Lessons
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Jabusch
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council approve closing the Steep Rock Wharf to allow the Steep  Rock Swim Program to hold its annual swimming lessons at the Wharf for two weeks in July from Monday, July 20, 2026 through Friday, July 24, 2026 and Monday, July 27, 2026 through Friday, July 31, 2026 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the portable AED will be loaned to the Steep Rock Swim Program to have on site during swimming lessons.
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council approve allowing the Steep Rock Swim Program’s floating dock to be tied up  and locked to a bench along the shore when not in use for swimming lessons.
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council supports the Swim Program’s plans to offer Bronze classes in the evenings and will have site supervision to ensure the safety of the participants.
 
CARRIED

	
	
8.3
	
Municipal Auditor Appointment
TABLED

	
	8.4
	Gypsumville Fire Department Request
TABLED

	 
2026-132
	8.5
	Former LGD Advocacy Group - MOU
 Councillor Lindell
 Councillor Metner
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the R.M. Of Grahamdale authorizes signing the Memorandum of Understanding with the RM of Alonsa, RM of Alexander, RM of Armstrong, RM of Fisher, RM of Grahamdale, Municipality of Harrison Park, RM of Kelsey, RM of Mountain, RM of Piney, RM of Reynolds, Municipality of Roblin and the RM of Stuartburn for the purpose of formalizing and continuing the advocacy and action of the Former LGD Ad-Hoc Group in support of the shared priorities of the Partners as former Local Government Districts.
CARRIED

	 
2026-133
	8.6
	Steep Rock Event - Municipal Road and Street Closures
 Councillor Bittner
 Councillor Jabusch
BE IT RESOLVED that Council authorize the temporary closure of the following municipal roads in the hamlet of Steep Rock on June 7th, 2026, for the purpose of a 5K walk:
1. Canada Cement Drive;
1. Lakeview Drive, the portion between Canada Cement Drive and the Wharf;
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT appropriate signage and traffic control measures be put in place, and that the road closures be advertised in advance to notify the public.
CARRIED

	
	8.7
	Little Saskatchewan First Nations - Request to Remove Rocks
                                                                                                     TO BE CONTACTED

	
	9
	In Camera - NONE

	
	10
	Delegations and Public Hearings

	
	10.1

10.2
	9:15 a.m. Gary Oleschak – G & T Construction
· Rescheduled
10:30 a.m. Brett McCormac JR Cousin Consultants – review Pinemuta WDG Expansion proposal.

	 
2026-134
	11
	Adjournment
 Councillor Jabusch
 Councillor Nickel
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council shall now adjourn to meet again at the next regular meeting of Council on April 30, 2026. 

Adjournment time: ____3:13____p.m.
CARRIED




	__________________________________             ___________________________________________
Chief Administrative Officer Shelly Schwitek          Reeve Craig Howse
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